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What is Empowering European Citizens?

Empowering European Citizens is an intercultural project co-funded by the European Commission, British Council and ten civil society organisations across Europe. It incorporates the British Council’s Active Citizens programme, training and development methods, and global networks. 

Empowering European Citizens project is delivered in Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, Macedonia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Sweden.

In Croatia Empowering European Citizens project will be run in partnership with the Croatian Youth Network in Slavonija and Baranja. 
What does Empowering European Citizens aims to achieve?

Empowering European Citizens aims to build trust and understanding between Europeans from diverse communities, connecting organisations and people in neighbourhoods and municipalities across ten European countries. It provides them with tools and assistance to develop leadership skills, intercultural competencies, to run social action projects in their local area as well as sharing ideas and practice with other networks in order to help them address their community and wider European issues. The project will enable communities to feel empowered to work with others in tackling the challenges of the 21st century Europe as part of a global network of Active Citizens.

By sharing ideas and experiences with different groups within and outside their community, participants will contribute to intercultural dialogue and global citizenship in Europe.

Who is Empowering European Citizens for?

Empowering European Citizens brings together people across Europe who have or would like to play a role in local initiatives that benefit their community. Participants gain an international perspective on community-led development as well as cross cultural engagement skills. Participants may include youth workers, women’s groups, educators, community development professionals, voluntary sector representatives and faith leaders.

How will the project be delivered?

Empowering European Citizens is jointly delivered by the British Council and local civil society partners in all participating countries.

· Introductory workshop for interested participants 

The aim of this workshop is to introduce the project and its aims to the local participants and to prepare them for the European training events. It will provide deeper insight into the possible ways to commit and take part in the project. The introductory workshop will take place on Wednesday 26 October at PRONI Centre for Social Education, P. Preradovića 7/2, Osijek.

· European training events for community activists

The aim of the trainings is to increase understanding of the European citizenship, ability to engage in intercultural dialogue and motivation for social action. The training content includes understanding multiple identities, developing intercultural communication and project management skills, and enhancing abilities to work with difference at a variety of levels, from municipality to pan-European. Training events are organised in two three-day modules that will be held in eight municipalities across different European countries starting November 2011 till February 2012.

· Cascade training and social action within local communities

Participants of the international training events share and transfer the knowledge gained during the trainings to members of their home organisation and communities within their municipality. Cascading to local communities is supported by trainers and project partners. Cascading events will take place in between March and September 2012.

· International knowledge sharing event

The final international knowledge sharing event will bring together the trainers, selected training participants and project partners to assess progress made so far, identify examples of good practice, and develop recommendations for the future. It will take place on May 2012 in Macedonia.

What is expected from the participants?

To participate in this project one needs to have good command of the English language in order to assure full participation in international workshops. Participants of the project are expected to commit to attend two international modules of the European training and one local module. Following the international training they are expected to share their learning with their community and/or organisation and together with other Croatian and/or international participants engage in social action projects.

The international events will take place according to the following timetable. We expect participants to attend one event of every module. The accommodation and the training costs will be covered by the British Council. We are expecting participants to contribute to their travel expenses. International travel will be covered. 
	Module 1
	Module 2

	Finland
	2 – 5 November 2011
	Hungary
	11 – 14 January 2011

	Estonia
	9 – 12 November 2011
	Romania
	25 – 28 January 2011

	Czech  
	16 – 19 November 2011
	Slovakia
	1 – 4 February 2011

	Poland
	30 Nov – 3 Dec 2011
	Sweden
	8 – 11 February 2011


Participant Application Form

A. Personal details

	First name:
	

	Last name:
	

	Date of birth:
	

	Postal address:
	

	Employer/organisation:
	

	E-mail address:
	

	Telephone number:
	

	Mobile phone number:
	

	Website/blog address:
	

	Special needs (health condition, diet etc.):
	

	Please provide a short biographical note.

	


B. Experience of working in community

	Please describe briefly your community; its main challenges and aspirations

	

	What is your previous and/or current experience of voluntary engagement in development initiatives for your community?

	

	What is your experience of working with difference on the local and/or national level?

	

	Which local, national and European networks do you belong to or work with?

	


C. Cascading potential and experience 

	What is your experience of training or facilitating groups of people and promoting greater understanding amongst its members?

	

	What is your experience in sharing with your community your knowledge, competencies, experience, contacts developed during your participation in local and/or international (especially European) projects (conferences, meetings, networking events, seminars, workshops, volunteer work etc.?

	

	What is your experience in managing community projects and mentoring others?

	

	How is your organisation, community and municipality going to benefit form your participation in EEC project? Please describe briefly with whom and how you are going to share and transfer experience, tools and knowledge acquired during your participation in the EEC project.

	

	Please describe details of your plan to share and transfer knowledge gained during the EEC project (including a timeframe).

	

	How would you describe your communication skills including face-to-face presentations and on-line networking? What languages can you speak fluently? 

	


D. International experience

	Please let us know whether you have any experience of international, especially European networking up to date.

	

	Why do you want to engage with the Empowering European Citizens programme?

	


E. Data protection

British Council is committed to protecting your privacy and recognize our responsibility to hold your information securely and confidentially. Your data will not be disclosed publicly by us, nor transferred to any third parties without your consent.

Please fill in and send the registration form to projects@britishcouncil.hr 
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